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Gateway has completed its third year and I am proud to be part of a team that puts student learning first and foremost.  
Our mission is to educate students for success in college and beyond. Though there have been many successes along the 
way, I am reminded of the path our students must take to make these successes happen. This cannot be captured in our 
mission statement. Our students chose the route demanding more than they thought they could give; our students 
chose the route with higher expectations; our students chose the route most challenging.  For that, I am honored to 
have been able to work with all of them, not only as students, but as intellectuals. 
 
How does the intellectual life prepare students for what lies ahead? In Gateway, we believe the intellectual life entails 
what Socrates calls living the άŜȄŀƳƛƴŜŘ ƭƛŦŜέΦ From the admissions process until a student graduates, we question 
ourselves and world around us; we challenge ourselves and the world around us; and we search for answers where 
there may not be answers. By creating an environment where students can think deeply about ideas and concepts that 
matter, curiosity and learning foments. And when the students finally graduate, we give them a final question. It is a 
question we all must answer to at one point or another. It is a question that guides and becomes a lifetime endeavor. 
The question is this. How can you make the world a better place? Personally, I answer this question this way. I want to 
make the world a better place by giving those with the least opportunities and least advantages opportunities to live the 
fulfilling life, opportunities to demand liberties entitled to all and opportunities to pursue their own happiness.  
 
This is not an easy question to answer. Sometimes making the world a better place means focusing on our 
accomplishments first. Sometimes making the world a better place means focusing on the community. What follows in 
this report are the results of Gateway students who have chosen an intellectual life as the best pathway to opening 
doors and opportunities and discovering their own answers. 
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What is t he purpose of an  
intellectual l ife? 
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Having worked with students at 
Cleveland High School and now, 
Gateway to School, Jennifer believes all 
of her students can reach their goals. 
Jennifer knows how important it is to 
make time for her students, especially 
when it comes to student learning. Here 
she sits at the portfolio exhibition with a 
parent to listen to and read student 
essays and stories.  
 


